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Environmental Humanities 
ENV 203 

Spring 2016 
MWF 10:30-11:20 

CUNN 109 
 
Dr. Amy Kohout 
amkohout@davidson.edu 
Chambers 2135 
704-894-3060 (office) 
Office hours: Tuesday, 9-11 am; Wednesday, 1:30-3:30 pm; Friday, 1:30-3:30 pm; and by 
appointment 
 
Course description 
ENV 203, one of three required foundation courses for the Environmental Studies major and minor, 
introduces students to the humanistic disciplines in an environmental context.  Through the study of 
relevant forms and issues in art, history, literature, philosophy, and religion—and their intersections in 
interdisciplinary environmental humanities topics—students will deepen their understanding of the 
complexity of issues facing humans as they interact with the natural world.   
 
So, what are the environmental humanities? What can they offer us, and why do they matter? We’ll 
grapple with these questions all semester by exploring how individual humanities disciplines engage 
with “the environment,” as well as what happens when these modes of inquiry are layered and 
combined. We’re going to examine a mixture of foundational and current scholarship in the 
environmental humanities—and we will use the modes of analysis we encounter to think through 
ideas about human relationships with nature in fiction, art, and journalism. Together we’ll read a 
brand-new book that begins in Los Angeles “after water”; a true account of a battle between a major 
city and the mountains above it; and a novel about identity and the sacred set at Laguna Pueblo. 
We’ll explore humanities approaches to the role of place in frameworks for thinking about 
environmental justice, and connect this scholarship to contemporary conversations about climate 
change, contamination, and conservation. We’ll even rethink our connections to other species: can 
you be friends with a mushroom? Why did this guy attempt to live like a goat? Broadly speaking, this 
semester we are going to think critically and imaginatively about the relationships (past, present, and 
possible) between ideas and practice, nature and culture, and humans and the world around us. 
 
Learning outcomes 
This course is designed to introduce you to key concepts and approaches in the environmental 
humanities. Your work for this course should demonstrate that you can: 
(a) define humanities both generally and in an environmental context 
(b) articulate the importance of the humanities for environmental studies 
(c) analyze, interpret, and read critically both visual and written texts 
(d) discuss ethical dimensions and religious foundations for environmental issues 
(e) explain how the environmental past informs the environmental present 
 
Required texts (please acquire hard copies) 
Leslie Marmon Silko, Ceremony (1977) 
John McPhee, The Control of Nature (1989) 
Claire Vaye Watkins, Gold Fame Citrus (2015) 
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Richard White, The Organic Machine: The Remaking of the Columbia River (1995) 
Jon Mooallem, Wild Ones: A Sometimes Dismaying, Weirdly Reassuring Story About Looking at 
People Looking at Animals in America (2013) 
 
These texts are available for purchase at the Davidson College Store. They are also on reserve at the 
E. H. Little Library. 
 
All other assigned readings will be made available to you on Moodle; please print them out and 
bring them to class on the day we are scheduled to discuss them. 
 
A note on participation 
The environmental humanities aren’t just a cluster of disciplines engaged in environmental 
questions—though they are certainly that. This heading also signals a group of modes or approaches 
to considering the environment, and we’ll be using those as we explore the ways the different 
disciplines that make up the environmental humanities diverge and combine. It should come as no 
surprise that we’ll be doing plenty of reading and writing, but you should also be prepared for a 
semester filled with conversation. We’ll talk more about how to read like a humanist, and how to 
prepare for an analytical discussion—these are skills we will be practicing a lot this semester—but I 
want to highlight here that regular, thoughtful (and vocal) participation is necessary to do well in this 
course.  
 
Guidelines for submission of written work  
You will submit papers and short writing assignments via Moodle. The work you turn in for this class 
should be double-spaced, in 12 pt Times New Roman font, with 1-inch margins. Put your name, the 
course number (ENV 203), and the date at the top of the first page. I consider everything you hand in 
to be pledged work; please indicate this on the first page of written assignments. When citing ideas 
and/or texts that are not your own, please use a standard humanities citation format (MLA or 
Chicago). Also, remember to proofread! 
 
Writing Center  
Because much of your grade in this course will be based on written work, I want to draw your 
attention to an excellent writing resource on campus, the Davidson Writing Center. The Writing 
Center is located on the first floor of the library and is open afternoons and evenings. You can sign up 
for an appointment online at davidson.mywconline.com.  
 
Grading*  
Participation 20% 
Short writing assignments 20% 
Group projects 20% (first project 5%; second project 15%) 
Paper 1 (20%) 
Paper 2 (20%) 
 
*Note: You must complete all assignments in order to pass this class. 
 
Policy on absences and lateness  
You are allowed two absences, no questions asked. Additional absences will impact your grade in 
this class: for each unexcused absence beyond the two you are allowed, your final grade will be 
lowered by 1/3 of a letter. If you do miss a class meeting, you are responsible for finding out what 
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you missed and making up the work so that you are prepared for the next class meeting. Please be on 
time; lateness will also affect your grade. If you need to miss class due to illness, emergency, athletics, 
religious observance, etc., please talk with me as soon as you can. Please also note that it is Davidson 
College policy that a student who misses more than 25% of scheduled class meetings will earn a 
failing grade in the course.  
 
Late work  
I will accept late work; however, it is in your best interest to submit work on time, as late assignments 
will be penalized 1/3 of a grade for being late, and an additional 1/3 of a grade for every day that it is 
late after that. So, a B+ paper turned in up to 24 hours after the deadline would earn a B; a B+ paper 
submitted 2 days late would earn a B-, etc. If you know you are going to be late with an assignment, 
talk to me as soon as you can. I very rarely grant extensions on late work on or after the due date. I 
am far more likely to approve an extension if you talk to me ahead of time.  
 
Davidson policies  
I respect and adhere to Davidson College policies and regulations pertaining to the observation of 
religious holidays, assistance available to students with disabilities, plagiarism and academic 
integrity, sexual harassment, and racial or ethnic discrimination. Students are advised to familiarize 
themselves with these policies and encouraged to discuss any questions or concerns they may have 
with me. In particular, please look carefully at the syllabus during the first week of class. If any of the 
assignments conflict with a major religious holiday for your faith, please let me know. I will make 
every effort to make the necessary accommodations. 
 
Accommodations for students with disabilities and learning differences  
Full accommodations are the legal right of students with all kinds of disabilities, whether learning 
differences or physical disabilities. I am happy to provide these accommodations. If you are a student 
with a learning disability who might need accommodations, please identify yourself to me in the first 
two weeks of class so that I can learn from you as early as possible how best to support your learning 
in this course. All such discussion will be confidential unless you stipulate otherwise.  
 
Academic honesty  
It is expected that you will abide by Davidson’s Honor Code. Please be sure to familiarize yourself 
with the Honor Code, and in particular, the college’s policy on plagiarism. If you have any questions 
about what constitutes plagiarism or proper citation, please feel free to ask!  
 
A note on technology 
The technological developments of the last few decades have transformed the ways that we live—and 
the ways that scholars work. Digital photography in the archive, electronic access to scholarly 
journals and digitized materials, new software to help with organizing sources and ideas—there are 
so many reasons why I’m thrilled to be a historian in the digital age. I imagine that we will all use 
digital tools to complete the work we’ll do together this semester, but I ask that we keep our group 
discussions analog. Please bring hard copies of the assigned readings—and your notes on them—to 
class, but keep laptops stowed (unless you and I have made other arrangements as part of a 
conversation about learning differences and accommodations). These class periods are about 
conversation and collaboration, and it can be hard to connect across a table or around a room when 
we’re all looking at screens instead of at the people we’re talking with! 
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Course calendar (subject to change) 
Please come to class ready to discuss the materials listed for that day on this calendar.  
 
Week 1: Introductions and Definitions 
1/11 M: First day of class: introductions and expectations 
1/13 W: Selections from Barry Lopez, ed., Home Ground: Language for an American Landscape (M) 
1/15 F:  Conevery Bolton Valencius, “Places,” in The Health of the Country: How American Settlers 
Understood Themselves and Their Land (2004) pp. 85-108; bell hooks, “earthbound: on solid 
ground,” pp.67-70 (this essay first published in 2002 as part of a volume edited by Alison Deming 
and Lauren Savoy, The Colors of Nature: Culture, Identity, and the Natural World); and Jamaica 
Kincaid, “In History,” Callaloo Vol. 24, No. 2 (2001), pp. 620-626 (M) 
 
Week 2: Beginnings and Belief Systems 
1/18 M: NO CLASS 
short writing assignment #1 (on place) due Wed (1/20) 9:00 AM via Moodle 
1/20 W: Keith Basso, “Quoting the Ancestors,” in Wisdom Sits in Places: Landscape and Language 
Among the Western Apache (1996), pp. 3-35; Roger Gottlieb, “Religion in an Age of Environmental 
Crisis,” in This Sacred Earth: Religion, Nature, Environment (2004), pp. 3-12 (M) 
1/22 F: Genesis Chapters 1-3; Carolyn Merchant, “Reinventing Eden: Western Culture as a Recovery 
Narrative,” in Uncommon Ground: Rethinking the Human Place in Nature (1995), pp. 132-159; 
Kimberly Smith, “Strange Rendings of Nature” in African American Environmental Thought (2007), 
pp. 13-38 (M) 
 
Week 3: The Pastoral and the Sublime: American Landscape Painting and Photography 
1/25 M: Roderick Nash, “The Romantic Wilderness” and “The American Wilderness,” pp. 44-83, in 
Wilderness and the American Mind (1st ed. 1967); and Martha Sandweiss, “Introduction: Picture 
Stories: Photography and the Nineteenth-Century West,” in Print the Legend: Photography and the 
American West (2004) pp. 1-14 (M) 
prompt for group project #1 distributed 
1/27 W: Dr. K AWAY 
1/29 F: Dr. K AWAY 
 
Week 4: Art and the Environment 
2/1 M:  What is “environmental art?” — a conversation with Professor Clint Sleeper, Visiting Assistant 
Professor of Art. To prepare, look at selected materials on Moodle (M) 
group project image analysis due Mon (2/1) 9:00 AM via Moodle 
2/3 W: group project #1 image presentations: first five groups (paintings); and read Henry David 
Thoreau, “Walking” (1862) pp. 225-255 (M) 
2/5 F: group project #1 image presentations: second five groups (photographs) and read John Muir, 
“The Yosemite,” in My First Summer in the Sierra (1911) (M) 
 
Week 5: Humans and the Environment 
short writing assignment #2 (Cronon précis) due Mon (2/8) 9:00 AM via Moodle 
2/8 M: Cronon, “The Trouble With Wilderness” pp. 1-24 
(http://www.williamcronon.net/writing/Trouble_with_Wilderness_Main.html)  (M) 
2/10 W: biocentrism, ecocentrism, and deep ecology: Conduct some preliminary research on these 
philosophical approaches to nature and come to class prepared to discuss the differences between 
these concepts. (I will post some introductory materials on Moodle.) 
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2/12 F: Ram Guha, “Radical Environmentalism: A Third World Critique” pp. 71-83 (M) and 
Introduction, Chapter 1, and TOC, Laudato Si’, Pope Francis’s encyclical letter on climate change (M) 
 
Week 6: Environmental Literature and Place 
short writing assignment #3 (ethics) due Mon (2/15) 9:00 AM via Moodle 
2/15 M: Aldo Leopold, A Sand County Almanac, from “January” to “June,” “Wilderness,” and “The 
Land Ethic” (pages vary based on edition) 
2/17 W: Leslie Marmon Silko, Ceremony, pp. 1-58 
2/19 F: Silko, Ceremony, pp. 59-120 
prompt for paper #1 distributed 
 
Week 7: Environmental Literature and Place 
2/22 M: Silko, Ceremony, pp.121-198 
2/24 W: Silko, Ceremony, pp. 199-244 
2/26 F: Judy Pasternak, “A Peril That Dwelt Among the Navajos,” The Los Angeles Times, 19 
November 2006. [http://www.latimes.com/news/la-na-navajo19nov19-story.html] and Rachel Stein, 
“Contested Ground: Nature, Narrative, and Native American Identity in Leslie Marmon Silko’s 
Ceremony,” in Leslie Marmon Silko’s Ceremony, A Casebook, edited by Allan Chavkin (2002), 
pp.193-211 (M) 
 
SPRING BREAK 2/26 Fri 4:30 PM to 3/7 Mon 8:30 AM 
 
Week 8: Exploring Ecocriticism; Critiquing “Place” 
preparatory work for paper 1: for Monday and Wednesday, write single-page summaries of Heise 
and Nixon and bring with you to class 
3/7 M: Ursula Heise, “From the Blue Planet to Google Earth” in Sense of Place and Sense of Planet: 
The Environmental Imagination of the Global (2008), pp. 17-67 (M) 
3/9 W: Rob Nixon, “Introduction,” in Slow Violence and the Environmentalism of the Poor (2013), pp. 
1-44 (M) 
3/11 F: Arundhati Roy, “The Greater Common Good,” Outlook India 24 May 1999 
[http://www.outlookindia.com/printarticle.aspx?207509] (M) 
 
Week 9: Taking a Step Back: So What Are the Environmental Humanities? 
3/14 M: Stephanie LeMenager, “The Environmental Humanities and Public Writing: An Interview 
with Rob Nixon,” Resilience: A Journal of the Environmental Humanities, Vol. 1, No. 2, 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5250/resilience.1.2.006 (M); Sverker Sorlin, “Environmental 
Humanities: Why Should Biologists Interested in the Environment Take the Humanities Seriously?” 
BioScience (2012) 62 (9): 788-789 (M); Deborah Bird Rose, et. al, “Thinking Through the 
Environment, Unsettling the Humanities,” Environmental Humanities 1 (2012) pp. 1-5 (M) 
3/16 W: no reading; work on paper #1! prompt for group project #2 distributed 
3/18 F: paper #1 due Fri (3/18) 9:00 AM via Moodle (no class; Dr. K at C19 conference) 
 
Week 10: Control and Risk 
3/21 M: John McPhee, “LA Against the Mountains” in The Control of Nature (1990), pp. 183-272. 
3/23 W: Nathaniel Rich, “Jungleland: The Lower Ninth Ward Gives New Meaning to ‘Urban 
Growth,’” The New York Times, 21 March 2012 (http://www.nytimes.com/2012/03/25/magazine/the-
lower-ninth-ward-new-orleans.html?_r=0) and Elizabeth Kolbert, “The Siege of Miami” in the New 
Yorker (http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2015/12/21/the-siege-of-miami?currentPage=all) (M) 
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3/25 F: group project work day; prompt for paper #2 distributed 
 
EASTER BREAK 3/25 Fri 4:30 PM to 3/30 Wed 8:30 AM 
 
Week 11: NO CLASS THIS WEEK; READ GOLD FAME CITRUS TO PREPARE FOR NEXT WEEK 
3/30 W: Dr. K at ASEH 
4/1 F: Dr. K at ASEH 
 
Week 12: Natural/Unnatural 
4/4 M: Claire Vaye Watkins, Gold Fame Citrus (2015), pp. 1-192 
short writing assignment #4 (on Watkins) due Wed (4/6) 9:00 AM via Moodle 
4/6 W: Watkins, Gold Fame Citrus, pp.192-339 
4/8 F: Jenny Price, “Thirteen Ways of Seeing Nature in LA,” The Believer April and May 2006 (M) 
 
Week 13: Considering Hybridity in Theory and Practice 
4/11 M: Richard White, The Organic Machine: The Remaking of the Columbia River (1995), pp. ix-58 
4/13 W: White, The Organic Machine, pp. 59-113 
4/15 F: Donna Haraway, "A Cyborg Manifesto: Science, Technology, and Socialist-Feminism in the 
Late Twentieth Century," in Simians, Cyborgs and Women: The Reinvention of Nature (1991), 
pp.149-181; Anna Tsing, “Unruly Edges: Mushrooms as Companion Species,” Environmental 
Humanities 1 (2012) pp. 141- 154; Hugh Raffles, “A Conjoined Fate,” Orion January/February 2010, 
pp. 16-26 (M) 
 
Week 14: Group Presentations 
4/18 M: group project work day (and start Mooallem reading for next week) 
all group presentation slideshows due Wed (4/20) 9:00 AM via Moodle 
4/20 W: group project #2 presentations: 3 groups 
4/22 F: group project #2 presentations: 3 groups 
 
Week 15: Looking at Ourselves 
paper #2 due Mon (4/25) 9:00 AM via Moodle 
4/25 M: Jon Mooallem, Wild Ones: A Sometimes Dismaying, Weirdly Reassuring Story About Looking 
at People Looking at Animals in America (2013), pp. 1-101 
4/27 W: Mooallem, Wild Ones, pp. 104-193 
4/29 F: Mooallem, Wild Ones, pp. 197-296 
 
Week 16: Wrap Up 
short writing assignment #5 (on Mooallem) due Mon (5/2) 9:00 AM via Moodle 
5/2 M: WRAP UP 
5/4 W: TBD 
 
 
 



	

	 Monday	 Tuesday	 Wednesday	 Thursda
y	

Friday	

1	Introductions	
and	Definitions	

Jan.	11	
Introductions	

Jan.	12	
	

Jan.	13	
Selections	from	Lopez,	
ed.,	Home	Ground	(M)	

Jan.	14	
	

Jan.	15	
Valencius,	hooks,	and	
Kincaid	excerpts	(M)	

2	Beginnings	&	
Belief	Systems	

Jan.	18	
MLK	DAY	NO	CLASS	

Jan.	19	
	

Jan.	20	
SWA	#1	due	9:00	AM	
Keith	Basso	and	Roger	
Gottlieb	articles	(M)	

Jan.	21	
	

Jan.	22	
Genesis	Ch	1-3,	Carolyn	
Merchant,	and	Kimberly		
Smith	articles	(M)		

3	The	Pastoral	
and	the	Sublime	

Jan.	25	
Nash	and	Sandweiss	
excerpts	(M)	

Jan.	26	 Jan.	27	
NO	CLASS;	DR.	K	AWAY	
Work	on	group	project	
#1	

Jan.	28	
	

Jan.	29	
NO	CLASS;	DR.	K	AWAY	
work	on	group	project	#1	
	

4	Art	and	the	
Environment	

Feb.	1	
Class	Q&A	with	Prof.	Clint	
Sleeper;	look	at	materials	
on	Moodle	to	prepare	(M)	

Feb.	2	 Feb.	3	
image	analysis	due	9:00	
AM;	presentations	(first	
half)	and	Thoreau	(M)	

Feb.	4	
	

Feb.	5	
presentations	(second	
half);	John	Muir	article	
(M)	

5	Humans	and	
the	Environment	

Feb.	8	
SWA	#2	due	9:00	AM	
William	Cronon,	“The	
Trouble	With	Wilderness”	
(M)	

Feb.	9	
	

Feb.	10	
See	syllabus	and	be	ready	
to	discuss	biocentrism,	
ecocentrism,	Deep	
Ecology	

Feb.	11	
	

Feb.	12	
Guha,	“Radical	
Environmentalism”	and	
selections	from	Pope	
Francis’s	Laudato	Si’	(M)	

6	Environmental	
Literature	&	
Place	

Feb.	15	
SWA	#3	due	9:00	AM	
Leopold,	“Jan,”	“June,”	
“Wilderness,”	“Land	Ethic”	

Feb.	16	
	

Feb.	17	
Leslie	Marmon	Silko,	
Ceremony,	pp.	1-58	

Feb.	18	 Feb.	19	
Silko,	Ceremony,	pp.	59-
120	
prompt	for	paper	#1		

7	Environmental	
Literature	&	
Place	

Feb.	22	
Silko,	Ceremony,	pp.	121-
198	

Feb.	23	
	

Feb.	24	
Silko,	Ceremony,	199-244	

Feb.	25	
	

Feb.	26	
Pasternak	and	Stein	
articles	(M)	

	 Feb.	29	
SPRING	BREAK	

Mar.	1	
SPRING	
BREAK	

Mar.	2	
SPRING	BREAK	

Mar.	3	
SPRING	
BREAK	

Mar.	4	
SPRING	BREAK	

8	Exploring	
Ecocriticsm:	
Critiquing	Place	

Mar.	7	
Paper	#1	prep	work	(bring	
to	class)	
Ursula	Heise	chapter	(M)	

Mar.	8	
	

Mar.	9	
Paper	#1	prep	work	
(bring	to	class)	
Rob	Nixon	chapter	(M)	

Mar.	10	 Mar.	11	
Arundhati	Roy	article	(M)	
	

9	Stepping	Back:	
What	are	Enviro	
Humanities?	

Mar.	14	
LeMenager,	Sorlin,	and	Rose	
et	al	articles	(M)	

Mar.	15	 Mar.	16	
prompt	for	group	project	
#2	distributed;	work	on	
paper	#1	

Mar.	17	
	

Mar.	18	
NO	CLASS;	DR.	K	at	C19	
conference	
paper	#1	due	9:00	AM	

10	Control	and	
Risk	

Mar.	21	
McPhee,	“LA	Against	the	
Mountains,”	in	The	Control	
of	Nature,	pp.	183-272.	

Mar.	22	
	

Mar.	23	
Nathaniel	Rich	and		
Elizabeth	Kolbert	articles	
(M)	

Mar.	24	
	

Mar.	25	
group	project	work	day	
prompt	for	paper	#2	

11	NO	CLASS	 Mar.	28	
EASTER	BREAK	

Mar.	29	
	

Mar.	30	
NO	CLASS;	DR.	K	at	ASEH		
Read	Watkins	for	next	
week	

Mar.	31	
	

Apr.	1	
NO	CLASS;	DR.	K	at	ASEH		
Read	Watkins	for	next	
week	

12	Natural/	
Unnatural	

Apr.	4	
Claire	Vaye	Watkins,	Gold	
Fame	Citrus,	pp.	1-192	

Apr.	5	
	

Apr.	6	
SWA	#4	due	9:00	AM	
Watkins,	Gold	Fame	
Citrus,	pp.	192-339	

Apr.	7	 Apr.	8	
Jenny	Price,	“Thirteen	
Ways	of	Seeing	Nature	in	
LA”	(M)	

13	Hybridity	in	
Theory	&	
Practice	

Apr.	11	
Richard	White,	The	Organic	
Machine,	pp.	ix-58	

Apr.	12	
	

Apr.	13	
White,	The	Organic	
Machine,	pp.	59-113	

Apr.	14	 Apr.	15	
Donna	Haraway,	Anna	
Tsing,	and	Hugh	Raffles	
articles	(M)	

14	Group	
Presentations	

Apr.	18	
group	project	work	day	

Apr.	19	
	

Apr.	20	
slideshows	due	9:00	AM	
group	project	#2	
presentations	(3	groups)	

Apr.	21	 Apr.	22	
group	project	#2	
presentations	(3	groups)	
	

15	Looking	at	
Ourselves	

Apr.	25	
paper	#2	due	9:00	AM	
Jon	Mooallem,	Wild	Ones,	
pp.	1-101	

Apr.	26	
	

Apr.	27	
Mooallem,	pp.	105-193	

Apr.	28	 Apr.	29	
Mooallem,	pp.	197-296	
	
	

16	Wrap	Up	
May	2	
SWA	#5	due	9:00	AM	
WRAP	UP	

May	3	
	

May	4	
TBD	

May	5	 May	6	
	
	
	


